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EDITORIAL

When we, the fraternity of
Anthropological Survey of
India, bid farewell to 2011 and
welcome 2012 as another year of
happening, we did introspect our
accomplishments, and this
Newsletter is the testimony of what

we could achieve in the last quarter

of the last year. It is immensely
gratifying for me that my colleagues in the Survey from all cadres,
all disciplines and all Centres contributed their mite to our
cherished objectives of anthropological research, documentation
and dissemination of research results, for which they deserve all
our appreciation. We are nearing completion of the Social Impact

Assessment (SIA) Module after rigorous field testing. We also

ventured into new studies on areas undergoing gruelling social
tensions. Our strength has been our multi-disciplinary research
approach to understand various social issues that cannot be
understood within the confines of a single disciplinary boundary.
The studies in Rajarhat, Nandigram, Singur and Lalgarh during
the quarter under report have opened up new challenges for us
to understand the dynamics of bio-cultural formations and
changes from a holistic perspective. All our Regional Centres have
shown their impressive vibrancy in research, documentation and
publication, besides engaging themselves in other activities, such
as, celebrating Vigilance Awareness Week, Hindi Pakhwada, etc.
Given the present trend, | am confident that we can achieve still

more in coming quarters and present them before you.

I wish all of you a prosperous and eventful 2012.

Prof. Kamal K. Misra
Director
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RESEARCH ROUNDUP

India is on the path of development for
quite some time and is poised to be a
major player in the global economy in
the coming decades.While the execution
of development projects is continued at
a faster pace, they have unleashed
plethora of public and political
sensitivities about the possible socio-
economic and cultural impact of such
projects on the people at large and
particularly on those who are directly
affected by such projects.India has also
been a witness to increased eruption of
public grievances, especially from the
marginalized and tribal communities,
which are most affected by the
processes of development and at times
lack of development.

Anthropological Survey of India,
the premier organization for
Anthropological research could not
remain indifferent to the serious
concerns of the people of India.
So, with the encouragement of
Shri Jawhar Sircar, Union Secretary for
the Ministry of Culture and Chairman of
the National Advisory Committee,
Anthropological Survey of India,
we prepared a SIA (Social Impact
Assessment) Manual to guide all those
who are seriously concerned with SIA
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Rajarhat in the making across the agricultural field

studies and also engaged ourselves
in such studies in a major way.

The SIA Manual has been pre-tested and
the outcome has largely been
satisfactory. The second phase of field
work in the mining area (in Sundergarh
district, Odisha) of Posco Steel Project
has just been completed, while the field
study of the Thermal Power Project in
Bara and Karchhhan tehsils of Allahabad
district is underway.

Taking cognizance of the social unrest
emanating either due to development
initiatives or lack of it, four studies have
recently been initiated in Singur,
Nandigram, Lalgarh and Rajarhat areas
to study the issues at hand, and the field
work for the first three locations has
been completed while the Rajarhat work
continues. The studies are expected to
find reasons for the social unrest as well
as to suggest pragmatic solutions.

Anthropological Study of

Urbanization at New Town, Rajarhat
Since 1990s,investment in the residential
and infrastructural development of the
industrial facilities of Rajarhat - Gopalpur
area of North 24 Parganas of West Bengal
was initiated. The Government has made

a master plan of a township for the area
which would at least be three times
bigger than the neighbouring Salt Lake
City. Since then, the New Town of
Rajarhat became a fast growing planned
city. The area has a large coverage of
cultivable land and water bodies under
the ‘Eastern Kolkata Wetland"
Anthropological Survey of India has
initiated a study of the process of
urbanization in this satellite township
of Kolkata with a multi-disciplinary team
of anthropologists, ecologists, linguists
and psychologists. Keeping the growth
of such a mammoth city in view, the
objectives of the study include
understanding economic change in
terms of occupational mobility,
adjustment of people with urbanization,
to assess changes in socio-cultural and
economic horizons, social situation in
terms of education, family,cultural
behaviour in terms of maintaining
norms, values and beliefs, people’s
perception of growing urbanization and
to assess the pattern of interaction
across the groups, etc. An affected
village, Ghuni has already been studied
while the field work still continues to
study other villages.

Tata Motors site amidst the agricultural field


















