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Hon'ble President Mrs. Pratibha Patll conferring the
award of Young Scholar to Or. Simon John.

Dr.Simon John, Research Associate (Folk Lore) attached to the
Southern Regional Centre, Mysore and is presently on
deputation to the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts,
New Delhi was awarded the Young Scholar Presidential Award,
for his contribution to the Tamil Folk Lore Studies, during the
year 2007-08, on 6th May, 2011.The award is instituted by the
Ministry of Human Resource Development.

EDITORIAL

It is @ matter of great
satisfaction that the
Newsletter of Anthropological
Survey of India is being
revived incorporating some of
the significant events of the
|| i Survey during the quarter,
April to June, 2071. We are
privileged to have the

Secretary (Culture), Government of India, at our Eastern
Regional Centre, Salt Lake, Kolkata on 6th June, 2011 to
deliver a lecture on "Anthropology and Cultural Heritage”
as part of the Golden Jubilee Lectures of the Indian
Anthropological Society, in collaboration with
Anthropological Survey of India and Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal. During this quarter, we
pursued our research efforts in different continuing Research
Prajects, viz, Traditional Knowledge Systems, People of india:
Cultural Diversity, Community Genetics and Health, People
of India: Bio-Cultural Adaptation, etc. Our Regional Centers
are also active in conducting research, organizing
seminars and symposia, exhibitions, etc in confarmity with
the objectives of the Anthropological Survey of Indfa. We
take this opportunity to congratulate our colleague,
Dr. Simon John for receiving the prestigious Young Scholar
Presidential Award in May, 2011. We look forward to your
comments and suggestions in improving the quality of this
Newsletter in future.

Prof. K. K. Misra,
Director

Sri Jawhar Sircar, Secretary, Ministry of Culture,

LECTURE ON

Government of India delivered the Golden

Jubilee Lecture of the Indian Anthropological

PLU RAI. NATU RE OF Society,on the "Plural Nature of Anthropology”

held during 6th & 7th June, 2011 at the
Anthropological Survey of India, Kolkata. Prof.
R. K. Jain, Prof. R. Perival Alwar were the other
prominent speakers during the Conference.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Sri Jawhar Sircar, Secretary, Ministry of
Culture during the Conference.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS

Traditional Knowledge Systems (TKS): |

Intangible and Tangible Cultural Heritage

All reports related to the Genealogical
Records and traditional knowledge
systems in the sacred centers of India
have been submitted, thus completing
the work.

A brief report on a study of Muslim
Jurrah has also been submitted under
the project.

Under the aspect of Traditional Medicine,
reports on the Tai Ahom of district

Sibsagar, Assam and Toto society and |
culture with special emphasis on their |

indigenous knowledge of native
medicines were submitted.

Two reports on the study of traditional
cultivation practices among the Bhoi
Khasi of Meghalaya and the Tai Ahom of
district Sibsagar, Assam were also
submitted.

Reports related to traditional knowledge
associated with medicinal plants among
the Kolam (Andhra Pradesh) and the
Betta Kuruba (Karnataka) are under
finalization.

Holistic village studies in Malnad and '
Kutch as well as the community studies
of the Kadar (Kerala), Kani {Tamil Nadu)
and Nicobarese (Katchal island of the
Andaman and Nicobar islands) are under

preparation.

A report on the case study of traditional
knowledge benefit sharing mechanism
with respect to the arogyapacha among
the Kanikar of Kerala is also under

preparation.

The first phase of field work has just
been completed under the “People of
India: Cultural Diversity and Study of
Traditional Knowledge” among the
Apatani of Arunachal Pradesh. |

A report based on the reconnoiter tour
on the theme ‘Fishing in coastal Areas / |
Regions' has been received and the first
phase of field work in the coastal

Karnataka is to commence soon.

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) : After
the Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Policy of the Govt. of India came into
i effect, Anthropological Survey of India
i has prepared a draft module on Social

A Toda man in traditional attire infrant of the
famed dairy temple of the Todas.

Impact Assessment. Thereafter four
situations were selected for pre-testing
of the draft module as well as
instruments of 5IA.The situations were:

1. Vedanta Bauxite Mining and
processing unit at Niamagiri Hill area
in Kalahandi district;

2. Posco 5teel Project in Jagatsinghpur
district and its mining areas in
Keonjhar and Sundergarh districts of
Odisha and

3. Thermal Power Projects in Karchhana
and Bara tehsils of Allahabad district,
Uttar Pradesh.

Three research teams were formed for
the pre-testing of draft module on 51A
and prepare its instruments. These teams
conducted field work in the month of
May, 2011 for about fifteen days.
Presently the reports are being finalised.

In addition, the SIA study of Polavaram
Dam Project was undertaken and the
report has been completed.

Endangered Nihali of Central India

Completed field work in the Buldana
district of Maharashtra under the project
‘Endangered Nihali of Central India’.

Visual Anthropology

Completed the first phase of
documentation work on Patachitra of
Odisha in connection with the Visual
Anthropology project.

A Kota priest in Sholur Kolkal
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nr Genetics Extension
rogramme : Molecular

" in Southern Bengal

Completed field work on awareness |
level of the Thalassaemia in Diamond !
Harbour in connection with the project |
Community Genetics Extension
Programme. Analysis of data is under |

progress,
Community Genetics and Health :
Human Genetics Extension
Programme - Sickle Cell Anaemia
and Thalassemia in the Vidarbha
Region of Central India

Organized two day camp ‘Awareness for |

Prevention of Sickle Cell Anaemia’ at
Madhota Village, Jagdalpur during 21st

and 22nd May, 2011. During the camp, |
a total of 255 individuals were screened |
for sickle cell trait (by means of solubility |
test) & intravenous blood samples were |
collected from 66 individuals for further |
analyses at the Central Regional Center's |

Laboratory, Magpur.

Testing and standardization of protocols
for molecular based haplotype evaluation

of the sickle cell mutation bearing

chromosomes is being carried out. |

People of India: Bio-cultural

Adaptation - Community Genetics & !

Health in North East India
A field study was conducted among the

Angami Naga of Kohima and Dimapur, |
Nagaland and 200 blood samples were |

collected, Analyses of the samples is
underway.

DNA polymorphism in contemporary
Indian populations

Beginning March, 2011 data and blood
samples were collected from four
populations of Andhra Pradesh, viz.,
Yanadi, Erukala, Chenchu and the
Hadrami; the first three are the

Scheduled Tribes while the Hadrami, also
called Yemeneese is a small community |

based in Hyderabad. The Sholiga, a
vulnerable tribe from Kamataka was also

covered for the project. During the |
months of May-June, blood samples and
data were collected from three more |

Characterization of j - Thalassaemia

vulnerable tribal communities of Tamil |
Madu, viz,, the Toda, Kota and Alu |

Kurumba.

With the addition of these communities, |
samples from a total of sixty one :
populations are in the DNA repositories !
of the Anthropological Survey of India. |
During the current year, five more |
communities from Kerala and Tamil |

Nadu would further be added to the list. |

Analyses of Y- Chromosome SNPs and

5TRs is in progress and after that
mitochondrial DNA analysis would be |

taken up for the communities that were
not included in the first batch of analysis.

Under"DNA polymorphism & Diseases: |

Handigodu syndrome’ 310 blood

samples and 100 X-rays from afflicted |

people in Chikkamagaluru district of |
Karnataka were collected during a recent |
field work. PCR and sequencing workon |
the samples of Handigodu syndrome |
from Shimoga district is under progress. '
Apart from the above, the collaborative
work with the Department of |

Anthropology, Delhi University (Genomic

Heterogeneity among Tribes of Southern !

Gujarat) and Central Forensic Science

Laboratory, Kolkata (mt. DNA i
polymorphisms among Muslim !
population of West Bengal) are |

in different stages of analyses. Collection
of blood samples and extraction of DNA

in relation to another collaborative
project with the All India Institute of |
Speech and Hearing, Mysore on Autism |

is also under progress.

People of India: Bio-cultural
Adaptations, Genetics and Health -
Family Study

During the current phase of the project
under progress in the Southern Regional
Center, fresh blood and urine samples
from 86 patients and controls were
collected along with demographic data,

anthropometric measurements etc.
These samples were subjected to |

various bio-chemical tests as envisaged
in the project. Also DNA extraction was

carried out for a total of 125 samples |

and DNA quantification was carried out |

for 350 samples.

The Siwalik Project

Fieldwork under the Siwalik Project was
conducted for five weeks during April
and May, 2011 in the Siwalik area of
Haritalyangar (district Bilaspur), and in
the Ranital and Nurpur areas (Kangra
district) of Himachal Pradesh.

Some remains of fossil fauna were
discovered which include aquatic as well
as mega terrestrial ones bearing the
palaeo-environment of the hominoid
ancestors. In addition, a Palaeolithic
Chopper was discovered, away from its
factory site along the Beas-Banganga
river terraces, known to have yielded
many Palaeolithic implements earlier.

recovered during Explorations in the Siwaliks,

The archaeological evidence indicates
penetrance of the Late Acheulian
Prehistoric man into the Soanian cultural
area of the sub-Himalayan region.
Further explorations would enable us to
understand the inter-regional and
pan-Indian prehistoric migrations of the
early humans,

A Holistic Study Of Gurkha

An extensive village study of the Gurkha
from Karbari Grant village of Dehradun
district (Uttarakhand), was conducted
by the research team of the North
Western Regional Centre, Dehradun.The
study focused on socio-cultural, physical
and biological aspects of the
community. The socio-cultural aspects
thus covered include demographic
profile, migration pattern, agro-economy,
occupational structure, religious belief
system as well as the health practices of
the population, in the context of change
in their social structure. The physical and
biological study of the community
included parameters like blood pressure




Anthropological Survey of India

o NEW)LETTER

Sansarl Mata Pufa performance by the Gurkha.

and somatometric measurements. Blood |

samples were collected and tested for

blood group identification, haemaglobin |
and blood sugar level. DNA was

extracted for further studies.

Researchers could document in detaila |

significant religious tradition of the
Gurkha, Sansari mata puja during their
study; it is celebrated every year with lot
of zeal and reverence on the preceding

Saturday of ‘Chaitra Mavratra. During the
puja, performed for the well being and |
prosperity of the community, the deity
(made of dough) is taken in a palanquin
(palki) procession across the village to |
the sacred Sal (Shorea robusta) tree in |
jungle and is invoked by offering |
religious performances by the villagers.
The puja ends with distribution of !
‘prasad’ and partaking of a feast by the |

entire village community.

Other Activities
Review Meeting

Prof. K. K. Misra, Director visited the |
Southern Regional Center during 13-14, |
May 2011 and reviewed the progress of |
all ongoing projects and other activities

of the Centre. Special attention was paid
to the ongoing DNA laboratory work |
which was reviewed with Dr.B.N. Sarkar, |
Anthropologist (Physical), Head Office |
who joined the scientific staff of the |

Centre, during the review.

Praf. K, K. Misra, Director {middiel during his
wisit to the S.R.C, Mysore.

Executive Committee Meeting

The first Executive Committee Meeting
of the Financial Year 2011-12 was
organized at the Western Regional
Centre, Udaipur and all Heads of Offices
of different Regional Centers attended
the meeting on the 9th and 10th April,
2011, Compliance Report of the
Executive Committee meeting held at
Kolkata on 12th and13th January 2011
was presented. Status reports of the
different national projects and
budgetary estimates for the financial
year 2011-12 were also presented during
the meeting. Organizational review and
restructuring, including revision of
Recruitment Rules were discussed. One

Study visit of the Parliamentary Standing Committes on Transport, Tourism & Culture to the
Zonal Anthropological Museurm, An.5.5, Andaman & Nicobar Reglonal Centre, Port Blair.
Prior to their visit to the ZAM, the Deparment related Parliamentary Standing Committes

inspected the rofe of An.5.1. in tourism related activies at Megapod on June 30, 2017,












